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director’'s notes

Welcome to the latest Readabout, which presents
an update from April to mid July. It was a busy period
with many activities for our participants who have a
disability and their families. We also had lots of
fundraising developments - the London Marathon
was particularly huge for us as we had more runners
than ever before (30 starters!).

Our 45" anniversary celebrations on D’s Day were
rather special and we hope you will enjoy the report
and photos of this day as well as all the other
activities.

Marjolein

D’s Day and Kith & Kids 45th Anniversar

KLASP UPDATE

KLASP (Kith & Kids Lifetime Advocacy Support
Project) is developing well and KLASP TWO aims
to become active in September. We would like
include more families in KLASP TWO and are
running a seminar on Wednesday 10" September,
6.30 to 8pm at the Park Theatre in Finsbury Park,
for anyone who would like to find out more about it.

If you would like to attend, please book a place by
contacting Sandra Rosen on 0208 504 3911 or
rosen634@hotmail.co.uk.

Our annual D’s Day in celebration of the life of Doreen
Collins went ahead on Sunday 1st of June this year,
with a few special additions to celebrate the Kith &
Kids 45th Anniversary, and also the 80" birthdays
of Maurice Collins and Evelyn Renton, co-founding
parents of Kith & Kids.

We had plenty of fun and all sorts of activities
including face painting, the ever popular climbing
wall, arts and crafts and inclusive games. In keeping
with tradition, everyone brought along a dish to share
in our wonderful buffet featuring dishes from all over
the world! We were incredibly lucky with the weather,
the sun shone all day on Coram’s Fields for us.

Over the course of the afternoon, the Kith & Kids
choir did a performance. This was followed by “early
days” summer project planner, John Harris,
reminding us of the start of our 2:1 projects; then
Mary Masaba spoke about what Kith & Kids means
to her family today. Marjolein then presented Evelyn,
Maish and Carol with presents and flowers thanking
them for their vision and commitment to Kith & Kids
over 45 years. John Richardson of the Supporting
Kith & Kids shops, was awarded a plaque to
commemorate 25 years of support for people with
learning disabilities. Over that time he has raised in
excess of £250,000! Then it was time to cut the
most amazing cake made by our very own volunteer
and trustee Venessa lllich. It was beautiful, huge,
delicious, and disappeared very quickly!

We also took a moment for reflection and visited
the memorial garden to hang ‘thought leaves’ and
thank yous on the trees that were planted in memory
of Doreen Collins and Eddie Renton.

Thank you everyone for making it a very special day.




respite weekends

It was a case of new frontiers for the respite group as we stayed at not one, but two new venues for our
weekends away this term!

For the weekend in May, we took a mini bus to Darsham, in Suffolk, and we stayed at the Darsham County
Centre, which also doubled as Darsham’s only train station. It felt rather strange to be having our meals or
running our activities, whilst outside our window; people were waiting on the platform for their trains! During a
rare burst of Suffolk sunshine, we took our nets and buckets to go crabbing off a rickety walkway over a sea
inlet. We caught bucket loads, but are pleased to report that no crabs were harmed due to our catch and
eventual release policy.

Our most recent weekend away in June involved a visit to the Phasels Wood Activity Centre near Hemel
Hempstead. The facilities were definitely more rustic this time, but everybody kept their spirits up, and a good
time was had by all. Some highlights included playing petanque in a sun dappled, secluded field, decorating
our personalised shopping tote bags, and a surprisingly competitive and frantic balloon slamming game.

The next weekends won't be happening until October, but I'm sure everyone involved will already be looking
forward to them!

family day

On our Family Day, Sunday 13" July, we welcomed
four potential new families to the Kith & Kids club,
giving them a chance to talk to some of our
existing families and offering them the opportunity
to share their experiences and tips.

The forecast was a stormy, rainy afternoon but in
a stroke of luck the sun stayed out! Taking place
at the Hackney Adventure Playground, we had
access to the sandpits, slides, climbing walls, the
big wooden fort, swings and there was a sensory
room and soft play area indoors.

James, our music
workshopper, managed
to get everyone
involved moving around
with his guitar, and we
all got together to sing
‘Happy Birthday’ to Neil
— and celebrated with
him with a cake!




Spring project

Sa group car wash

sa group car wash

Summer Camp Social Media Appeal



Fundraising news



THANK YOU MARATHON RUNNERS!

@Kithandkids facebook.com/kithandkids



