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Director’s notes

HaPPY nEWS :  welcomining New Arrivals into the worlD

Since our last Readabout at the beginning of August things have continued to be turbulent. From late 
summer and early autumn, during which face-to-face activities were possible, to another lockdown in 
November. Then just a moment of hope before a new strain of Covid thwarted many people’s plans 
for Christmas and a third lockdown for London (and many other parts of the country) in December. 

Whilst we always doubted the wisdom of the 5-day “Christmas break” from more stringent restrictions, 
and decided that running a face-to-face Christmas Project would be too risky immediately after those 
5 days, we cannot help but empathise with the heart-ache so many experienced when their hoped-for 
Christmas reunions could not go ahead.

But the approval of a new vaccine and the start of its distribution/implementattion, with yet more 
vaccines likely to be approved soon, brings a great deal of hope for a return to “more normal” before 
long. So, our current approach is one of caution while keeping a close eye on developments. And in
the meantime we will keep zooming away, including a 5 day programme of activities from 27 to 31 
December - our on-line Xmas Project, including our choir’s last burst of carolling for the year. 

Speaking of carolling, the main picture on the front page is of our friends in the Metropolitan Police 
Choir combining with the Lewisham & Greenwich NHS Choir to deliver a very special Christmas 
video, which was the grand fi nale of our Christmas concert with Penningtons this year.          

I wish you all a happy and healthy New Year, in which seeing each other in person and exchanging 
warm embraces will be the norm once again.         Marjolein

At the end of October Kith & Kids 
family member and trustee Hazel 
and husband Matt had a baby 
boy: Marcus Victor Pyne. Proud 
grandparents Peter and Suzy were 
overjoyed to share the news with 
this lovely picture. Congratulations 
to all!

In August our former colleague 
Maddy Wilhelmsson also had a 
beautiful baby boy: Arlo Michael 
Tabona. Thank you for sharing 
your good news, Maddy and Oli – 
congrats!

And speaking of former colleagues, 
Danielle Taylor and Helen Robert-
son sent us some lovely pictures 
of their (fast growing) little ones - 
Frank and Rowan. It is so nice to 
hear from them and to know that 
the extended KK family continues 
to grow. 

In such a challenging year, these 
pictures have given us real mo-
ments of joy – thank you so much.

Marcus
Arlo

FrankHelen and Rowan



Irish Centre News
When we recently accessed our offi  ce for a couple of hours for 
IT purposes, it became clear that it is unlikely that we will be 
able to get back to our offi  ce and training room before Easter.
At that point Haringey Council was gathering quotes from con-
tractors for maintenance work that needs to be done before the 
building can open again. But a commitment to keeping it as a 
community resource with current tenant charities in it maintains.
We want to thank Poppy Thomas for her quick responses and 
enabling us to enter the building when we have needed to.

Our charity shops
Our KLASP charity shops in Enfi eld have defi nitely 
felt the yoyo eff ect of lockdowns, tiers, openings and 
closings. It is a great credit to all involved that the 
shops could open as soon as it was allowed, with all 
the precautions in place, and do record trade in 
October and December (until the latest lockdown). 

The new website enabled “click and collect”, which 
also helped, as did a kind donation from the local 
Waitrose shop in Windmill Hill in their “Give a little 
local love” initiative. And Enfi eld Council has been 
really proactive in alerting us to support for small 
businesses (including grants). 

A huge THANK YOU to all who have helped the 
shops survive, including all those who donated goods 
or gave their time volunteering.

The local Waitrose shop donated £167 raised
through the “Give a little local love” initiative

Meanwhile, over in Chingford, our new shop in 
support of our Employment & Life Skills Project 
(ELSP), has had to do classroom duty in the autumn 
term as we could not access our training room in the 
Irish Centre and other venues were not keen to share 
space in these uncertain times. 

Thanks to the ELSP groups’ eff orts, volunteers and 
various members of Kith & Kids staff  led by Becky.
the shop is looking really good by now - a bright yet 
warm, modern space, aching to open to the public.
The latter will depend on how things develop in light 
of the pandemic, but in the meantime we are trying to 
recruit a shop manager.

All our charity shops, KLASP and ELSP, need volunteers - 
please spread the news!



Face to Face Activities
For just a few months (August – October) we were able to do face to 
face activities for the members who usually attend 2:1 projects and 
clubs. Friendship outings replaced the summer project and before 
the new lockdown we were able to run some weekend clubs from 
the Hornsey Vale Community Centre. For the latter we observed all 
the safety guidance and measures stipulated for youth clubs 
(temperature reading and health questions prior to entering the 
building, social distancing and mask-wearing wherever possible, 
handwashing and regular cleaning…etc.).
Thank you, Robin, Liz and all the volunteers helping to make this 
happen.

Indoor and outdoor activities from 
August to November lockdown



Face to Face Activities
Our Employment & Life Skills Project (ELSP) followed the guidance of Further Education, allowing it to 
continue throughout the autumn term. Not having access to our training room in the Irish Centre, we used our 
new shop premises in Chingford to provide learning opportunities as well as work experience in preparing the 
new shop for opening. 
Thank you Becky, Rich and all the ELSP volunteers!

Our KLASP advocates 
have done their utmost 
to keep in touch with 
the members. 
Visiting and going out 
with them wherever 
possible, or otherwise 
phone, zoom and 
skype calls.

Thank you Sarah and 
Gulay!

KLASP visits



Zoom Activities
Since our last newsletter (early August) we have continued with our zoom activities right up to Christ-
mas. Even when face to face activities were taking place we continued with zoom in the knowledge 
many members were not in a position to attend in-person activities. Arts and crafts, music and dance, 
drama and massage, yoga and choir were all regular zoom activities. Apart from Kith & Kids members, 
often supported by family members or carers, some other residents in care homes joined in as well, 
spreading the enjoyment of our sessions even further.  Thank you to all our creative workshoppers, choir 
leader, and yogi Gurpreet for their unstinting enthusiasm.

Massage

Art

Yoga

Crafts

Choir



Zoom Activities
In addition to our regular zoom activities, 
we had some special highlights such as 
our fi reworks party (attended by nearly 40 
people), carolling concert with Penningtons 
Manches Cooper (attended by 87 people) 
and Christmassy baking session with 
volunteer Natascha Franklin leading us in 
preparing sweet and savoury Christmas 
treats. 
Thank you, Tascha, and everyone who lent 
their energy and good cheer to make these 
sessions so enjoyable.

The carolling concert with Pennington Manches Cooper LLP 
had a number of highlights: Stephen Hurren’s lovely solo of 
the Coventry Carol (recorded in his home the week before 
the concert), the KK Choir’s live version of the Twelve Days of 
Christmas (press the space bar, sing your line, release space 
bar) and the amazing result of the rafl les tickets sold: over 
£1400 was raised! Thank you so much, PMC! And last but 
not least the video of the Met Police and Lewisham & NHS 
Choirs with a special introduction for this concert by the Met 
Choir’s musical director Richard Fox. THANK YOU ALL!

Fireworks
Party

Stephen

Richard
Fox



Big Give Christmas Challenge

Maish’s books

Our founder Maurice Collins (Maish) and his friend Ellis Elias
produced a great book just in time for Christmas: “Minding our 
own Business”. It tells the stories of 25 entrepreneurs, their 
successes and/or failures, in a collection that is meant to 
inspire, inform and entertain.

The fi rst 500 books, for which Maish and Ellis paid all the 
production costs, pretty much sold out within a month. At £25 
per book, that means that an incredible £12,500 has been 
raised for Kith & Kids! 

A massive THANK YOU to Maish and Ellis, all who contributed 
their stories to the book, and everyone who bought one or 
more of the books. We are tremendously grateful. 

There may be plans for more books in the future and/or more 
prints of this one - we will keep you informed as things develop.  

Fundraising news

This year Kith & Kids took part in the Big Give Christmas 
Challenge for the fourth time. Our aim was to raise £15,000 
for our projects and activities for (young and older) people 
with autism and learning disabilities.

The process was started back in September by our pledgers 
who together pledged £3,750. This was then matched by our 
new Big Give champion, the Lake House Charitable Trust, to 
create an overall match-funding pot of £7,500. 

We are very pleased to report that we received just over 
£7,500 in on-line donations in the fi rst week of the live 
Challenge (fi rst week of December), which together with the 
match funds, meant that we did indeed reach our target! THANK YOU to all our donors!



Government grants
We are so very pleased to report the 
receipt of two new Government grants.
The fi rst is a grant from the Coronavirus 
Community Support Fund to the value 
of £49,870 for salary costs.

The Four Acre Trust has been a faithful long-term supporter of Kith & Kids. The last few years, 
in addtion to being our champion in the Big Give Christmas Challenge, they have enabled us to 
attract new donors by off ering up to £10,000 in match funding. This year they more than doubled 
their off er for matching donations from donors who are new to Kith & Kids. The marvellous 
outcome was that in September we received a magnifi cent £21,838 in match funding from the 
Trust, refl ecting that same amount donated to us by new donors in the 4 months from April to July.

We are humbled by the kindness of the new donors and 
the marvellous continued support from the Four Acre Trust.
We heartily thank them for their generosity.

Four Acre Trust : Match Funding Scheme

This 6-month Government grant (received in October) is distributed by The National Lottery 
Community Fund and is aimed at helping Kith & Kids deliver “Autism Support through COVID19 and 
beyond”. 

The second grant (which was confi rmed just last week) comes from the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport’s (DCMS) ‘Community Match Challenge’ fund. The grant comes to us 
thanks to the LLoyds Bank Foundation, who assessed our application and awarded us £25,093 for 
running costs.

We are overjoyed and very relieved indeed to receive these grants at the times we need(ed) them 
most. We extend our deep-felt gratitude to the Government, the National Lottery Community Fund, 
and the Lloyds Bank Foundation for their tremendous support.

Pears Foundation
Equally faithful in their long term support for
our charity is the Pears Foundation. In addition 
to fi nancial support (in May we received 
£20,000 as the second instalment of a 2-year 
grant), the Foundation has been supporting 
its grantees with a stimulating programme of 
learning opportunities via zoom. And they even 
hosted a social via “Wonder” last week. 
Thank you so much, Pears Foundation, for all 
you do for Kith & Kids and its staff  team. We want to thank all our volunteers and 

donors, including the many individuals 
who, each in their own way, have helped us 
so much this year.
          You make us feel like dancing !!!



Virtual London Marathon
The London Marathon could not take place this year in the way it had 
been planned for October. However, 19 runners in 5 countries (UK, 
Japan, Brazil, Belgium and Singapore) - often accompanied by family 
members or friends, ran the Virtual London Marathon on 4th October 
for Kith & Kids. Some fi ghting through rain and cold, others (like our 
Brazilian friends) having to start really early to avoid the heat of the day.

We have been deeply touched by their eff orts - both physical and in 
terms of fundraising in such an extraordinarily diffi  cult year. 

Kith & Kids runners, you have our admiration and heartfelt thanks!

supported by
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