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When starting to write a message for a newsletter I 

usually read my previous one first, and our summer 

weather certainly came up trumps to compensate for 

the unseasonal spring we had.  Reports of our 

productions and social events since then are also 

sunny. 

Our production of ‘The Revenge of Sherlock 

Holmes’ was enjoyed by our audiences, and 

reviewer.  Having been very complimentary about 

each principal, the ensemble, costumes, sets, stage 

crew our reviewer concluded with “The Director, 

Heather Legat, has brought an amazing production 

to life on a small stage. Her obvious understanding 

of the tensions and interactions between characters 

has resulted in an excellent show that is well worth 

a night out.” I don’t think we can ask for more than 

that.  Thank you to everyone involved.

At the end of June we had our Summer BBQ.  

Thanks for that go to David and Susie Gow who 

again gave us use of their garden, and to everyone 

who produced the salads and desserts. Also “again” 

we were lucky to have lovely weather – always a 

plus for BBQs. I think I can safely say that everyone 

had a great time.

We are now just days away from our production of 

‘Oh What a Lovely War’. This promises to be 

something very different from anything Stagers has 

previously produced.  For part of making this a 

Grayshott production, and not wholly Stagers, we 

have an exhibition by organisations who have 

something to show/tell about WWI. This means that 

doors will open at 6.30pm for evening performances 

and 1.30pm for the matinee.  If you have booked 

tickets please make sure you allow time to view the 

exhibition and listen to the music of the time.  

Grayshott involvement in the production itself 

includes: two cast members who we hope have 

enjoyed this enough to join us; three teams of 

children from Grayshott Primary School who were 

rehearsed by Heather Legat and Sara Wilson-Soppitt 

with support from their teacher Mrs Roberts; Jill 

Levy from the Friday Art Club and her husband 

Barry who painted the amazing scenery flats; Rev 

Jeremy Haswell (St Luke’s Church) who is Bugler 

Jeremy Haswell for this production; and Mani Rai, 

co-owner of the Gurkha Durbar – or rather Major 

Rai, MBE of the Royal Gurkha Rifles. We asked 

Mani if he could spare us some time to try to make 

us look as though we can stand at ease, stand to 

attention, salute and march in a convincing manner.  

He did this readily and with good humour. Please 

don’t expect to see full uniforms and weapons. The 

original was written to include neither with the 

costume plot being Pierrots, whereas we are all 

circus performers.  During our production each 

member of the cast takes on multiple roles, and 

prepares for them on stage – no checking a script or 

score when you nip back to the dressing room 

between scenes!

I’m really pleased to say that our future programme 

is now well into planning with shows agreed up to 

May 2020.  There is more about our 2019 February 

One Acts and ‘Made in Dagenham’ in this 

Newsletter.  I’d like to thank the play reading and 

musical subcommittees for getting our forward 

planning back on track. 

Having started by mentioning Summer I need to 

conclude by, probably, being the first person this 

year to say to you ‘Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year’

Laura
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Please let us know if there are any plays or musicals you 

would like The Stagers to perform in the future.

Please send your thoughts to: ideas@grayshottstagers.co.uk
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‘Oh What A Lovely War’ is 

directed by Heather Legat 

with Lizzie Hales as Musical 

Director. Performances are 

on 15th, 16th and 17th 

November 2018 with a 

matinee on Saturday 17th. 

Tickets priced at £12 are now 

available from our on-line 

box office at 

www.grayshottstagers.co.uk.

KEEP THE HOME FIRES BURNING

The scheme for a chronicle of the First World War, 

told through songs and documents in the form of a 

seaside entertainment of the period, was devised 

and presented by Joan Littlewood's Theatre 

Workshop at the Theatre Royal, Stratford East, 

London, in 1963. It was the result of close co-

operation between writer, actors and director, 

where the whole team participated in detailed 

research into the period and in the creative task of 

bringing their material to life in theatrical terms. It 

won the acclaim of audiences and critics and the 

Grand Prix of the Theatre des Nations festival in 

Paris in 1963 and has become a classic of the 

modern theatre.

To complement our of ‘Oh What a Lovely War’  

several local organisations have been creating 

inspiring and emotional exhibits inspired by the 

First World War, which will be on display during 

show week.

The displays will include contributions from:

Grayshott Heritage - An exhibition about life in 

Grayshott during WW1

Ludshott Photographic Club - An exhibition 

about the preparation and production of the show.

Grayshott Pottery - An 

exhibition as to how they 

designed and made the 

commemorative poppies 

for the Grayshott war 

memorial.

People who live at the 

Huntington and 

Langham Estate have 

been recording some of 

their favourite poetry 

from WW1.

Moorlands Lodge and 

Grayshott School will be contributing art work 

and creative writing. Also, some Year 6 pupils 

from Grayshott Primary school are re-creating the 

Christmas Truce as 

part of the show.

Fiona Bayly, of Pins 

& Needles, has put 

together a beautiful, 

and unique, quilt of 

panels made by a 

group of quilters in 

Grayshott.  The quilt, 

and tickets, for its raffle will be available at the 

exhibition. The raffle will be drawn at our 

Saturday evening performance.

Jill Levy (Friday Art) and her husband Barry are 

designing and painting a background for the stage 

set. Grayshott Jazz Club will be entertaining the 

audience with songs from the period before each 

performance.

We hope that as many people as possible will be 

able to see the care and creativity that has gone 

into all of them, so we will open an hour before 

each performance to let people take a tour of the 

exhibition. The bar will also be open so you can 

join us from 6.30pm each night, or from 1.30pm 

on the Saturday afternoon, for a drink and see how 

Grayshott is remembering and honouring those 

who gave so much for us. This is something you 

won't want to miss.

So get your tickets now, a great evening’s 

entertainment awaits!

‘‘‘‘Oh  What A Lovely War’Oh  What A Lovely War’Oh  What A Lovely War’Oh  What A Lovely War’

The Cast: Jennifer Charters, Melanie Tyrrell,

Laura Musco, Richard White, John Hilder,

Steve Musco, Mary Coyte, Steve Wickes,

Sandra Bray, Ruth Wilbraham, Paul Bailey,

Kathy Le Fanu
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Here are details of our February 2019 One Act Plays:

‘Menage A Trois’ by David Evans. Director - Helen 

Coyte. 

Rex - Tony Carpenter

Tim - Eric Collins

Jane - Ingrid Collins

Set in an aircraft, 3 people are preparing for a 

parachute jump. They are, the instructor, a husband 

and wife. The wife is having an affair with the 

instructor and the husband suspects they are. Could 

be heavy landings!

‘Nun Break’ by Neil Walden. Director - Martin Sims.

Sam - Steve Wickes

Iggy - Brezetta Thonger

A lady is sat in pub waiting for her blind date. A nun 

arrives in disguise and explains that she has escaped 

from the local convent. The conversation sounds as 

if  she has escaped from a prison.

‘Carrot’ by David Tristram. Director  - Pauline 

Harries

Brian - John Dowsett

Peter - Martin Sims

The boss of an engineering firm chats to the union 

man about the problems with the company. Each 

blames the other for the poor sales of their product.

‘Last Tango in Little Grimley’ by David Tristram. 

Director - Brezetta Thonger

Gordon - Bernard Whelan

Bernie - Helen Coyte

Joyce - Valerie Shears

Margaret - Caroline Thompson

Little Grimley Amateur Dramatic Society is in 

trouble. The membership has dwindled to four, the 

audiences aren't much bigger, and if they don't 

come up with some rent money soon, they're going 

to be thrown out. "There's only one thing that sells 

tickets" argues Gordon the chairman. "Sex!" 

Performances will be 15th and 16th February 2019 

at 7.30pm with the usual supper. Tickets at £15 will 

be available from our on-line box office from 1st 

December,

February One Act Plays - 2019February One Act Plays - 2019February One Act Plays - 2019February One Act Plays - 2019

‘‘‘‘Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019    

At The Grayshott Stagers A.G.M. your new 

Committee was elected: Chairman - Laura Musco;

Vice Chairman - Martin Sims; Treasurer - Stephen 

Penny; Secretary - Jennifer Charters. Committee 

Members: Peter Budd, Helen Coyte; John Hilder, 

Joe White and Brezetta Thonger.

Subsequently Caroline Thompson was appointed 

by the Committee to fill one of the vacancies.

Sub-Committee Conveners: Play Reading - 

Brezetta Thonger. Musical - Helen Coyte. 

Publicity - Peter Budd. Social - Martin Sims.

Your New CommitteeYour New CommitteeYour New CommitteeYour New Committee

Please note change of Audition date

The year is 1968 and the female machinists at the 

Ford Plant in Dagenham, Essex, have just been 

down-graded as “unskilled” C grade (even though 

they have to sit a test to get the job). Rita O’Grady, 

an ordinary working class mum of two, and 

machinist at the plant, almost by accident finds 

herself leading the fight for justice. After being 

patronized and snubbed by the factory at a union 

meeting, the women’s grievances over their worker 

status turn into a fight for equal pay. 

Inspired by a true story and based on the hit 2010 

movie of the same name, ‘Made in Dagenham’ 

includes some classic British Banter, and a lot of 

comedy, uplifting musical numbers as well as some 

moments of sobriety. Led by Rita the women take 

on the might of the Ford Company, the British 

Government and The Trade Union in a gritty, 

funny and emotional tale of love, friendship and the 

importance of fighting for what you know is right.

Please come and join us for a presentation evening 

in The Studio on Wednesday 21st November, 

when Kim Seymour (Director) and Chris Snelling 

(MD) will introduce the songs, the characters and 

their vision for the production. Auditions 3.00pm 

on Saturday 8th December in The Studio.

KimKimKimKim

Please see next page for information

about the characters.
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‘Made in Dagenham’ - Characters‘Made in Dagenham’ - Characters‘Made in Dagenham’ - Characters‘Made in Dagenham’ - Characters

Performances will be on 22nd  to 25th May 

2019 at 7.30pm in the Grayshott Village Hall
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Andy Boughton will direct ‘A Tomb With A View’ for 

our November 2019 play. Written by Norman Robins it 

is set in as sinister an old library as one is likely to come 

across, presided over by a portrait of a grim faced, mad 

eyed old man. There, a dusty lawyer reads a will (involv-

ing some millions of pounds) to an equally sinister 

family, one member of which has were-wolf tendencies, 

another of which wanders around in a Julius Caesar 

style toga and a third member is a gentle old lady who 

plants more than seeds in her flower beds.

By the third act, there are more corpses than live mem-

bers left in the cast but what about the sympathetic nurse 

and the author of romantic novels? Are they all, or more 

than, they seem to be? All is revealed as the plot twists 

and turns to its surprising conclusion. More news about 

this to follow.

‘‘‘‘A Tomb With A View’ - November2019A Tomb With A View’ - November2019A Tomb With A View’ - November2019A Tomb With A View’ - November2019    

Following our fabulous festive get-together last 

December, we are once again inviting all Stagers to 

join us at the Fox and Pelican to raise a glass and 

celebrate the season of goodwill. So set a date in your 

diary for Friday 7th December from 7:30pm onwards. 

We will be in the front bar with an area of reserved 

seating for when we are too 'tired and emotional' to 

stand up! So come early or stay late. Last one out 

leaves a mince pie and glass of sherry by the chimney.

MartinMartinMartinMartin

The Grayshott Stagers Christmas DrinksThe Grayshott Stagers Christmas DrinksThe Grayshott Stagers Christmas DrinksThe Grayshott Stagers Christmas Drinks

Membership NewsMembership NewsMembership NewsMembership News
It was a pleasure to welcome Ingrid and Eric Collins into the 

cast of ‘Sherlock’. Watch out for them again in our February 

one-acts.

Kathy le Fanu and Ruth Wilbraham have joined us for ‘Oh 

What A Lovely War’. We hope they’re enjoying the 

experience and will remain with the Stagers for many shows 

to come.

We were sad to hear of the death last month of Richard 

“Dickie” Franklin. Introduced to us by Marian and Alan 

Walker, he had known Alan since they were teenagers in the 

same sports club; so our condolences to Marian and Alan. A 

member of the Aldersbrook Players in Woodford for many 

years, during which time he took several leading roles, Dickie 

became interested in Stagers through coming to stay with the 

Walkers to attend performances. He also enjoyed helping 

Front of House, especially with the Raffle and washing up 

after the February Plays. Marian reports that he always said 

what a friendly group the Stagers were and he enthusiastically 

helped us when needed. 

During his latter years he 

became a Patron Member. 

Dickie was a real treasure 

and we shall miss his 

cheerful presence Front of 

House.

50 Years on!

On 14th October, Headley 

Village Hall was crowded 

for a surprise Tea Party for 

Mary Coyte. What a 

pleasure it was to be in the 

presence of so many 

members of local Am. 

Dram. Societies celebrating 

with Mary the presentation 

of her 50 Year Gold Bar 

Award from NODA.

As guests we enjoyed 

delicious cakes whilst 

watching Mary delight in 

the proceedings. With her we were 

treated to a cabaret prepared by 

members of societies she has been 

associated with over those many 

years. Mary spontaneously joined 

in with some of the numbers – 

hence our photograph with Mary-

Lou Knox. The other picture is of 

Abi White and Alex Yates (née 

Charters and Legat) singing a 

medley of songs from ‘Annie’. 

They joined Stagers as young girls 

in 1989 for this show, in which Mary played a lovely Grace 

Farrell. You may note in the names above that, as with many 

societies, there is a family tradition in the ‘Stagers’ and 

Mary’s mum, Susanne Dew, would have been so proud of all 

that Mary has done, 

both on and off stage, 

within our somewhat 

crazy world of 

amateur theatre.

Our thanks go to 

Helen, Adam and 

Simon Coyte, who 

produced the event – 

they’re involved too, 

of course!

I know there were 

many people who 

could not attend but who have wished Mary well, as I do now. 

Thank you and well done, Mary! May you ‘tread the boards’ 

for many more years to come. 

Finally, I think this should have been a memoire by Mary of 

the past 50 years – perhaps we’ll have chapter one in the next 

newsletter! In the meantime though, do take a look at our 

record of past shows on the website, especially a wonderful 

cast photograph with Mary as “Calamity Jane” in 1980 and 

her mum as Director.

Jennifer ChartersJennifer ChartersJennifer ChartersJennifer Charters
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Unfortunately the Prologue 

was missed due to lateness 

on the reviewer’s part for 

which I can only offer an 

apology but also emphasises 

that where I came into the 

show it immediately took 

my attention. Based on the 

characters created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 

who had local links to Grayshott, a riot of 

sound and colour exploded with the opening 

number Sherlock Holmes. During the 

enthusiastic applause we took our seats and 

started to watch enthralled at the spectacle. 

Enjoying the addition of the live orchestra 

under the control and mastery of musical 

director Lizzie Hales.

‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’ tells the 

story of what happens after Holmes’ return 

from the Reichenbach falls where he and arch 

nemesis, Professor Moriarty part company. 

Did Moriarty die there – or not? That is an 

intrigue that weaves through the play.

Holmes, played by Tony Carpenter, is retired 

now and bored with life in general without 

Moriarty to chase. Missing maces from the 

House of Commons and King Charles 

spaniels hold no interest. That is until he puts 

together the clues that are staring him in the 

face but completely bewildering his loyal 

sidekick, Dr Watson. Watson is ably played 

by Ian Wilson-Soppitt providing the perfect 

foil to Carpenter’s characterisation of Holmes 

who suffers no fools gladly. Particularly 

Scotland Yard’s Lestrade (Ellis Nicholls). 

Lestrade is often the butt of Holmes’ one-

liners, acting as the know-it-all-but-knowing-

nothing Inspector. A part that Nicholls plays 

admirably.

Into Holmes’ world steps the beautiful and 

elusive Bella Spellgrove (Alexandra Yates) 

with her enchanting voice that held the 

audience spellbound. And the game’s afoot. 

With Miss Spellgrove taking up residence in 

221b Baker Street and Watson acting like a 

lovesick puppy, Holmes’ housekeeper, Mrs 

Hudson, has her nose seriously put out of joint. 

Abigail White as the stoic Mrs Hudson holds 

the stage admirably during her solo numbers 

and provides many excellent comic twists, as 

do the three Irregulars (Rachel Perkins, Susie 

Gow and Helen Coyte) as well as leading the 

ensemble in most of the musical numbers.

The audience is led through an adventure with 

chases through London in the spirit of the 

music hall era. The ensemble works hard, in 

fact the whole cast more than deserve their 

applause for the choreography that has 

enough detail for each character to flourish 

whilst still maintaining enough breath to bel-

low out the many musical numbers. Interest-

ing situations for musical numbers such as in 

a morgue and then a fast song in cockney 

rhyming slang that kept Carpenter on his toes 

with large number of words to remember in 

yet another disguise which Carpenter pulls 

off very well. A particularly haunting song 

involves Miss Spellgrove and Mrs Moriarty 

(Vicki Gavin) that was very moving, an amaz-

ing combination of voices.

The cast is supported brilliantly by an organ-

ised and unobtrusive stage crew moving the 

well-designed sets regularly. The costumes 

cannot be faulted and are highly admirable for 

a show without the budget of the West End 

but with all the other detail that would give 

many shows on bigger stages a run for their 

money. The Director, Heather Legat, has 

brought an amazing production to life on a 

small stage, albeit a little too long. However, 

her obvious understanding of the tensions and 

interactions between characters has resulted 

in an excellent show that is well worth a night 

out.

Vicki KirkVicki KirkVicki KirkVicki Kirk

‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’
The ReviewThe ReviewThe ReviewThe Review
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‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’ - Budget Report‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’ - Budget Report‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’ - Budget Report‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’ - Budget Report
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Diary of EventsDiary of EventsDiary of EventsDiary of Events
Date

Event

[Stagers’ Events in Blue]
Venue Time

2018

Thursday to Saturday

15th to 17th November

Performances of

'Oh What A Lovely War’

Grayshott Village 

Hall
7.30pm

Thursday to Saturday

15th to 17th November

CADS’

Performances of ‘The Kings Speech’
Churt Village Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday

21st November 

Presentation Meeting of

'Made in Dagenham’

Grayshott Village 

Hall
7.30pm

Wednesday

28th November

& 5th December

Audition Rehearsals for

'Made in Dagenham’

Common Room 

Grayshott Village 

Hall

7.30pm

Saturday

8th December

Auditions for

'Made in Dagenham’

Studio - Grayshott 

Village Hall
3.00pm

2019

Friday to Sunday

11th to 13th January

Friday & Saturday

18th & 19th January

Haslemere Thespians'

performances of ‘Cinderella’
Haslemere Hal

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Tuesday to Saturday

22nd to 26th January

FAOS Musical Theatre Group's

performances of ‘Fiddler On The Roof’
Farnham Maltings  

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Friday and Saturday

15th & 16th February
One Act Plays 

Grayshott Village 

Hall 
7.30pm

Tuesday to Saturday

26th to 30th March

Haslemere Players

Performances of ‘The Gondoliers’

Haslemere Hall 7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Wednesday to Saturday

22nd to 25th May

Performances of

'Made in Dagenham’

Grayshott Village 

Hall 
7.30pm

Tuesday to Saturday

11th to 15th June    

FAOS Musical Theatre Group's

performances of ‘Titanic’ 
Farnham Maltings 

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Wednesday

11th September
AGM

Studio - Grayshott 

Village Hall
8.00pm

Tuesday to Saturday

2th to 26th October

Haslemere Players

Performances of ‘Evita’
Haslemere Hall

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Thursday to Saturday

21st to 23rd November

Performances of

'A Tomb With A View’

Grayshott Village 

Hall
7.30pm

Newsletter compiled & edited by Peter Budd

Keep abreast of the latest news at www.grayshottstagers.co.uk

If you would like an item included in a future issue of the Newsletter 

please do not hesitate to contact me: peter.budd@grayshottstagers.co.uk


