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Over the Easter weekend I’m sure the weather 

brought a smile to your faces. The 2019 face of 

Grayshott Stagers started with not just a couple 

of grins, but two broad beaming smiles.
  

 As I mentioned in the last newsletter the 

tickets for the One Act play evenings sold out 

very quickly and the event as a whole was very 

successful in both enjoyment and financial 

terms. (A report on the finances can be found 

later in this newsletter.) Producing four plays 

each evening was a first, but having two 

intervals worked well. As for any production 

thanks have to go to so many people but I’d 

like to pick out just a couple of ‘groups’ – the 

directors for ensuring the audiences had a great 

evening’s entertainment and Heather and Alex 

for catering for over 200 people. I hope that the 

‘new’ directors enjoyed that first-time 

experience and will consider directing for us 

again and of course this particular production 

wouldn’t have been so well received without 

fabulous food. Once again Heather and Alex 

gave us a great 3-course meal, themed and 

presented, to match the plays – all so clever!
   

 In March eleven members who were 

involved in ‘Oh What a Lovely War’ went to 

the Electric Theatre in Guildford for NODA’s 

Celebration Day. Unfortunately I couldn’t go 

to this as we were away on the weekend of the 

event. As our NODA representative John 

Hilder has written a separate piece, which is 

later in this Newsletter.

From what’s been to what’s to come ……. 

‘Made in Dagenham’ is now only about 3 

weeks away. As I’m writing this article just 

over 40% of the tickets have been sold with the 

Friday night having less than 50 seats available. 

If you haven’t booked your tickets already I’d 

like to suggest you do so soon as you really 

shouldn’t miss what’s going to be a great 

production. It has a strong, and large, cast and 

the music is great. For some of you it will also 

take you back to what was happening in 

women’s fight for equal pay …. and even what 

you were wearing in 1968! We’re also 

delighted to welcome so many new members 

for this production. I hope you have all enjoyed 

your debut with Grayshott Stagers and that 

‘Made in Dagenham’ will be the first of many 

Stagers productions you’re involved in, be it on 

stage, backstage or front of house.
        

Moving to our November play, ‘A Tomb with 

a View’, the presentation and auditions will be 

on 26th June and 20th July respectively. Andy 

Boughton returns to direct this for us, so the 

committee is already sure you’d enjoy being 

involved in this. The play-reading sub-

committee is also well on the way to being able 

to present their suggested contributions for the 

One Act plays for February 2020 to the 

committee, so keep your eye on the next 

newsletter for information on those.

In the meantime I hope you all continue to 

enjoy this crazy hobby that we all love. Have a 

great summer, and here’s hoping it’s as hot and 

sunny as last year!

LauraLauraLauraLaura
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We Would Love To Have Your FeedbackWe Would Love To Have Your FeedbackWe Would Love To Have Your FeedbackWe Would Love To Have Your Feedback
What do you think of our newsletter? Do you find it an interesting 

read or do you just bin it? Is it too long? How would you improve 

it or is it just fine as it is? Please send your thoughts to: 

ideas@grayshottstagers.co.uk
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Well rehearsals are well and truly underway for 

our forthcoming production of ‘Made In 

Dagenham’, 22nd - 25th May. In fact, I am 

writing this brief update on the channel tunnel 

returning from an Easter break with my family 

and it occurs to me, a month today we will be 

going into our last show!! Doesn’t time fly when 

you are having fun. I hope I speak on behalf of the 

whole cast when I say, we are having a blast. We 

are now up to an impressive 31 members of the 

cast (who knows how we will all fit in the dressing 

rooms!?!), with a great mix of old and new faces. 

Special mention must go out to Mary-Lou who 

has been beavering away working her magic with 

the costumes. Every couple of rehearsals she turns 

up with another bagful of goodies and everyone 

gets very excited. Also to Duncan who has built 

up portable sewing machines and sourced us a 

Cortina engine (as you do!). If you haven’t 

already booked your tickets do so now! You 

might think that a musical about Equal Pay would 

be quite heavy-going but I promise you, it’s not. 

It’s very funny, very rude and very touching.

KimKimKimKim
Tickets now available at 

www.grayshottstagers.co.uk

‘‘‘‘Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019Made in Dagenham’ - May 2019

After my very enjoyable recent 

experiences of directing ‘The 39 Steps’ 

and ‘Acorn Antiques’ for The Stagers, 

I am very pleased to have been invited 

back to direct this, what can only be 

described as, a completely and utterly 

barking mad production! Beware, this 

short synopsis comes with a health 

warning!!

The play, described as a comedy-

thriller and written by Norman 

Robbins in the 1970s, requires a cast of 

10, 6F and 4M, although conceivably 

one of the female characters, described as being 

“akin to an all-in wrestler”, could be played by a 

man! The Tombs, much dafter than the Addams 

Family, spend their entire lives, by choice, 

incarcerated in the family home, Monument House, 

living out their eccentric lives with a complete 

absence of sibling harmony which comes to a head 

with the death of Septimus Tomb, the family’s 

lunatic patriarch. The approaching 

revelation, through the reading of the 

‘old goats' will, of who gets what of the 

family’s considerable fortune, tips 

everyone over the edge. More corpses 

appear on stage than Agatha Christie 

could ever imagine, and the plot twists 

and turns to its shocking conclusion 

keeping audiences enthralled in 

suspended anticipation. Is there a 

happy ending? I’m afraid not; 

insufficient people are left alive at the 

end to enjoy one! Intrigued; then please 

come along to the play presentation and script 

reading on Wednesday 26th June at 7.30pm. This 

production promises to be a great deal of fun.

Andy

The auditions will be held on Saturday 20th July at 

2.00pm in the Main Hall at Grayshott Village Hall 

and performances will be 21st to 23rd November.

‘‘‘‘A Tomb With A View’ - November 2019A Tomb With A View’ - November 2019A Tomb With A View’ - November 2019A Tomb With A View’ - November 2019

One Act Plays - We Want New First Time  Directors!One Act Plays - We Want New First Time  Directors!One Act Plays - We Want New First Time  Directors!One Act Plays - We Want New First Time  Directors!

Have you ever wanted to tell people what to do and 

see your creative vision brought to life? Do you 

dream of working together with talented friends, 

leading them to put on another great show? Well 

this is your chance, your society needs you.

The One Act Plays offer a great opportunity to give 

directing a try for the first time. So if you have ever 

wanted to give it a go now is the time to do it, don’t 

hesitate let us know today. The commitment is not 

huge with rehearsals usually starting early January 

so the time frame is quite short. The society also 

offers a lot of support whilst still giving you the 

opportunity to really make your mark and it has 

historically acted as a springboard with a number 

of people who started directing a one act going on 

to direct a full play or musical with the Stagers.

If you would like to volunteer or even just find out 

a little more about what is involved you can express 

your interest at info@grayshottstagers.co.uk You 

can also let us know if you have directed before and 

would like to do so again.

JoeJoeJoeJoe
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In January The Stagers were awarded an 

Accolade of Excellence for our production of 

‘Oh What a Lovely War’ by the NODA district 

councillor Pauline Surrey. The Stagers are part 

of District 18 (Northwest Surrey and East 

Hampshire) in the South East Region, an area 

which comprises a large number of NODA 

member societies. The Stagers have won this 

award in the past, the 

last being Andy 

Boughton’s 

production of ‘The 

39 Steps’ in 2014. 

These awards are not 

given lightly and 

Pauline Surrey was 

particularly 

impressed and 

moved by Heather’s 

production.

The South East 

regional Councillor Kay Rowan,  also 

nominated the show for a Regional Award, the 

winner of which was to be disclosed at the 

Celebration Day.

As a result a small group of cast and crew 

members, headed by Heather Legat, met for the 

afternoon session of the conference at The 

Electric Theatre in Guildford. After the 

mercifully short AGM business for the South 

East Area, the award ceremony began. There 

were several categories and our production 

came under the heading of Traditional Musical 

(pre - 1978). Heather and Vice Chairman Martin 

Sims happily accepted our District Award to 

enthusiastic applause. We then patiently sat and 

politely applauded numerous other awards 

before we learnt the result of the District Award 

in our category. We 

were up against 

Canterbury 

Operatic Society 

(’Oklahoma’) and 

Winchester Musical 

and Operatic 

Society (’Singing 

In The Rain’) but 

sadly lost out to the 

latter. However it 

was no mean 

achievement for a 

small village 

society to stand alongside two large city groups.

Interestingly, Kay Rowan commented on how 

much she was impressed by the community 

involvement in our show, the only personal 

remark she made about any production that 

afternoon. 

Afterwards, the majority of our group adjourned 

to Jamie’s Italian for a well deserved supper.

John HilderJohn HilderJohn HilderJohn Hilder

NODA AWARDNODA AWARDNODA AWARDNODA AWARD
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The Grayshott Stagers’ Tribute to Betty PennyThe Grayshott Stagers’ Tribute to Betty PennyThe Grayshott Stagers’ Tribute to Betty PennyThe Grayshott Stagers’ Tribute to Betty Penny

A most worthy Honorary Life Member, no one 

did more for The Grayshott Stagers than Betty 

Penny, who died on 4th February 2019 aged 92 

years.

It was good to see so many people attending 

Betty’s funeral and the reception afterwards. I’m 

sure all who knew her would 

echo the sentiments included in 

the selection of tributes quoted 

below.

“I first saw Betty in the Stagers’ 

production of ‘Mr.Cinders’, a 

musical, when I was about 10 

years old, in the audience, watch-

ing my mother on stage with Betty.  

Later I was to enjoy appearing in 

many shows with Betty, and al-

ways admired her stage presence, 

especially her dancing.

Betty always knew exactly what she wanted when 

directing and her eye for detail, especially for 

costumes, along with my mother’s were both a 

great influence on my stagecraft.

Betty and I had a great friendship, which devel-

oped after the death of my mother Susanne. They 

shared a lot of interests; theatre of course, cos-

tumes, art, and even Birthdays - March 11th.

All my family will miss her very much.”

Mary CoyteMary CoyteMary CoyteMary Coyte

I have known Betty for many years and have a lot 

of fond memories of her both on a personal level 

and Stagers’ wise; too many to recount here.

The one that is uppermost in my mind and most 

recent is when Stephen went on holiday to Mauri-

tius. Every week he was away I would visit her on 

a Friday or Saturday armed with the Radio 

Times, the local paper and two slices of tradition-

al ham purchased from Kevin and cut to exactly 

one and a half thickness. Betty was usually nod-

ding off in her chair when I arrived but would 

wake with a start and always greeted me with a 

smile and ‘Oh! Hello. It’s you. Has Stephen 

given you the money?’ She was always smiling 

and cheerful.

We would spend the next hour or so chatting, 

with her recalling memories from the past. Al-

ways the same ones each time! She would tell me 

about the birds she could see outside her window 

and about the helicopters that flew overhead 

from time to time. She was convinced they were 

spying on her!!! I shall miss her.”

Peter BuddPeter BuddPeter BuddPeter Budd

“Betty was one of the first people to 

welcome me into the Grayshott 

Stagers.

We said ‘Hello’ soon after Barry 

Penny had introduced himself to 

me at the AGM in September 1982. 

This was not long after Peter and 

I had moved to Haslemere from 

our home in Essex. I had been 

involved with AmDram for over 

25 years, so was keen to join a 

local society in this area.

I soon discovered that Betty was a 

very active, long-standing member of the Stagers, 

having been Wardrobe Custodian for many years, 

as well as the director and leader of the ‘Young 

Stagers’, plus being on stage herself in some 

productions. I’m sure there are also many other 

jobs she did too, that I haven’t included.

Always helpful, always friendly with her bright, 

happy smile – and a very cheeky giggle when 

something amused her.

I know I will never forget her delight and sur-

prise at the number of guests who came to cele-

brate her 90th birthday.  What a lovely lady; we 

miss her so much.  Lots of love to you Betty.”

Shirley JellissShirley JellissShirley JellissShirley Jelliss

My own lasting memory of Betty is from when I 

first joined Stagers.  She and Judy Lee had spread 

backdrops on the floor of Grayshott Village Hall 

and were painting them with great technical and 

artistic skill. I was amazed!

Judy recalls with pleasure this time and the many 

hours spent with Betty in the shed and hall prepar-

ing scenery, and comments on how Betty always 

worked “tirelessly” to ensure all was just right.

We all send our condolences to Stephen and our 

very best wishes for the future as he misses the 

company of his Mum.

Jennifer ChartersJennifer ChartersJennifer ChartersJennifer Charters

 



Page 5 of 7

Stagers’ InsuranceStagers’ InsuranceStagers’ InsuranceStagers’ Insurance
Are you covered by our

insurance policy?

We regularly review our insurance cover but recently 

realised we hadn’t communicated some important 

information to you. I was asked to write something 

about members covered by our insurance policy as it 

is, of course, rude to ask a lady’s age (probably a 

man’s too). We don’t need to know your date of birth 

but you should be aware that the Society’s policy 

provides personal accident cover for members up to 

the age of 80 who are involved in a production. If 

you are still involved with Grayshott Stagers and 

you’re over that age we’re absolutely delighted you 

can, and still want to be an active part of our Society 

– please don’t stop now, but you may wish to consider 

making your own arrangements for personal 

accident cover.

LauraLauraLauraLaura

Membership NewsMembership NewsMembership NewsMembership News
Since my last report at the beginning of February, we 

have welcomed more new members and have another 

queue!

So we can now say ‘hello’ to Debra Allen, Richard 

Ashton, Sacha Blackwood, Mike Byrne, Gerry Francke, 

Silas Lane, Jill & Barry Levy, Chris Lloyd, Peter Lucas, 

and Lynn & Steve Thair. 

Rachel Perkins remains in hospital and we're still 

liaising with her Mum as to when it is appropriate to 

visit.

Our thoughts continue to be with Rachel and her family

JenniferJenniferJenniferJennifer

Grayshott Village Hall Management Committee Quiz NightGrayshott Village Hall Management Committee Quiz NightGrayshott Village Hall Management Committee Quiz NightGrayshott Village Hall Management Committee Quiz Night
Challenging questions, the good company of 

many people from our own and other local 

societies and excellent fish and chips made 

for a most enjoyable Quiz Night on 23rd 

March. 

The Stagers entered two teams, each with 

seven members. We were particularly pleased 

that one of them was the overall winner.

Grayshott Village Hall is a charitable trust 

run by a committee of volunteers and the 

proceeds of this fund raising event will go 

towards the Redecoration Fund.  An excellent 

profit of over £1,100 was made. Thank you 

and well done to all involved.

JenniferJenniferJenniferJennifer

Support Our Fellow SocietiesSupport Our Fellow SocietiesSupport Our Fellow SocietiesSupport Our Fellow Societies

Thespians’ Next Generation: ‘Wind in the Willows’: 

Haslemere Hall 14th & 15th June. After the success 

of last years ‘Alice’, the Next Generation (the 

Haslemere Thespian’s company of 12-16 year old 

performers) are performing an exciting musical 

adaptation of Kenneth Grahame’s timeless children’s 

classic story, ‘Wind in the Willows’. Follow the 

adventures of Toad, Rat, Mole and Badger as a gang 

of dastardly WildWooders plot Toad’s downfall in 

order to take over Toad Hall.   Perfect for all the 

family. Tickets from the Haslemere Hall box office.

Sally Waghorn
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‘February Plays 2019’ - Budget Report‘February Plays 2019’ - Budget Report‘February Plays 2019’ - Budget Report‘February Plays 2019’ - Budget Report
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Diary of EventsDiary of EventsDiary of EventsDiary of Events
Date

Event

[Stagers’ Events in Blue]
Venue Time

2019

Friday and Saturday

9th & 11th May
Haslemere Thespians

Performance of ‘84 Charing Cross Road’ 
Haslemere Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday to Saturday

15th to 18th May

Alton Operatic & Dramatic Societies

Performances of ‘Iolanthe’
Alton Assembly 

Rooms

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Wednesday to Saturday

22nd to 25th May

Performances of

'Made in Dagenham’

Grayshott Village 

Hall 7.30pm

Friday & Saturday

31st May to 1st June

Haslemere Players

Performances of ‘Show Stoppers’
Haslemere Hal

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Wednesday to Saturday

12th to 15th June    

FAOS Musical Theatre Group's

performances of ‘Titanic’ 
Farnham Maltings 

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Friday & Saturday

14th & 15th June

Thespians Next Generation

Performance of ‘Wind in the Willows’
Haslemere Hall 7.30pm 

Wednesday

26th June

Read through of

'A Tomb With A View’

Grayshott Village 

Hall - Studio
7.30pm

Friday 28th June
Churt Amateur Dramatic Society

'CADS Does The Noughties!’
Churt Village Hall 7.45pm

Saturday

20th July

Auditions for

'A Tomb With A View’

Grayshott Village 

Hall
2.00pm

Friday 28th June
Churt Amateur Dramatic Society

'CADS Does The Noughties!’
Churt Village Hall 7.45pm

Friday & Saturday

30th & 31st August

Imagine That Productions

performances of ‘Kiss Me Kate’
Haslemere Hall

Wednesday

11th September
AGM

Studio - Grayshott 

Village Hall
8.00pm

Wednesday

18th September

Read through & Auditions

For February One Acts
Grayshott Village 

Hall
7.30pm

Tuesday to Saturday

22nd to 26th October

Haslemere Players

Performances of ‘Evita’
Haslemere Hall

7.30pm

Matinee 2.30pm

Thursday to Saturday

21st to 23rd November

Performances of

'A Tomb With A View’

Grayshott Village 

Hall
7.30pm

2020

Friday & Saturday

14th & 15th February
One Act Plays

Grayshott Village 

Hall
7.30pm

February
Charity Production of

'The Full Monty’
The Electric Theatre

Newsletter compiled & edited by Peter Budd

Keep abreast of the latest news at www.grayshottstagers.co.uk

If you would like an item included in a future issue of the Newsletter 

please do not hesitate to contact me: peter.budd@grayshottstagers.co.uk




