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Message from the Chairman
Although a little late I’d like to start by wishing you Brezetta –
all a Happy New Year.
brezetta.thonger@grayshottstagers.co.uk
Last November’s play ‘Quartet’ was a big success
artistically and financially. Thanks go to Brezetta for YOUR VIEWS PLEASE!!!!!
her direction of the cast of four. The cast, of course, Whilst we’ve got the next couple of musicals planned
need to be thanked for their hard work in putting their we’re already thinking about 2020. By way of a
books down so soon and then maintaining that change, and with less financial commitment, the
momentum.
committee has discussed whether we might consider
Thanks must go to John and Pauleen Dowsett for a Gilbert & Sullivan production. Please let any of the
organising the Society’s Quiz, and refreshments, that committee know if you’d be likely to be involved if
was held just before Christmas. A great evening was we did do G&S OR if you wouldn’t want to be
had by all with many brains being scratched.
involved. Also any comments you have on either
Four of us provided some seasonal entertainment for view could be useful. We will make a decision based
Grayshott Tea Party’s Christmas lunch again last year, on the responses we get so please don’t leave it to the
and we’ve been invited back again this year. The next person to reply.
2018 Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 4th We’re also investigating whether to try and change
December and it would be great to have some new rehearsal days from Wednesdays and Fridays to
people involved. If you’d like to be part of this please Mondays and Wednesdays. We’ve had several
let me know.
requests to move Fridays to another day of the week.
Our One Act evenings are now little more than a This won’t happen straight away as we need to
fortnight away and sold out! As I mentioned in the negotiate with some other regular users of the Village
last Newsletter Heather Legat and Alex Yates will be Hall as to whether they could change their days. It
catering for these evenings. They’ve even themed would be helpful to know if you’d be happy with this
each course to suit the play it either precedes or change OR not. Again please let any of the committee
succeeds – so something different to look forward to. know your views.
For those of you lucky enough to get tickets, I hope
you have a great evening.
PLEAS FOR HELP
Rehearsals for ‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’ ▪ We’re looking for a Production Secretary (or
are also well underway (more about this from Heather Secretaries) for ‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’.
later in this newsletter). The musical sub-committee This shouldn’t be too onerous a task as some of the
was delighted when the committee agreed the 2019 jobs will probably have been done by the time this
musical would be ‘Made in Dagenham’ – director
Newsletter goes out. For the past few productions this
Kim Seymour (Miss Bonnie, ‘Acorn Antiques’) and
MD Chris Snelling (MD, ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’). has been done either by a committee member, or
The play reading sub-committee is working hard someone who has done it before. As I’ve said
looking for plays for next year’s One Acts and previously, so that the Society thrives, my mission is
November’s full length play. Hopefully productions to find ‘new’ people to do ‘old’ jobs. Production
Secretary is a job that can be, and has been, shared. If
will have been agreed by the next Newsletter.
you’re willing to learn the ropes we’d make sure you
Here’s to a great 2018.
had help from someone who’s done the job before.
• We struggled to find a rehearsal pianist for ‘The
Laura
Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’. Do you know of
someone who could take this on for a future
PS For all the ‘let us knows’ in my message please production, or a way that would guarantee we found
contact:
such a person?

Laura – laura.musco@grayshottstagers.co.uk
or
Susie – susie. gow@grayshottstagers.co.uk
or

Thanks

Laura
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‘QUARTET’ - NODA REVIEW
This production was excellently cast, and well
directed by Brezetta Thonger. The four main
characters, Cecily Robson, Reginald Paget,
Wilfred Bond and Jean Horton were all clearly
cut, all so different, and yet they formed a real
community – their shared bond of having
performed together so often over the years
really came across so well. Cecily, or Cissie,
(Susie Dean) was the most vulnerable,
beginning to show the first signs of dementia,
yet so loveable and so fiercely protected by the
two men (any sign of any kind of incapacity
and one lost one’s place in the home). Reg
(Ellis Nicholls) was the very dignified,
cerebral one, tolerant of the others, yet
vulnerable too, especially when he hears the
news that the New Arrival at the home is his
ex-wife Jean. He is totally and utterly shocked.
Bernard Whelan played the jolly Wilfred to
perfection. Wilfred is still extremely interested
in sex, has a one-track mind, especially with
regard to Cissie, and makes all kinds of smutty
references, to which Cissie is oblivious, but
which irritate Reg intensely. But as toleration,
and community, are essential to everyone’s
well-being, Reg puts up with this stoically. A
fine performance from Ellis Nicholls to bring
this across so plainly. Bernard Whelan’s sense

of comic timing was exquisite, he provided
most of the quips, which caused much hilarity.
Ronald Harwood put some wonderful lines in
here, one I remember being: ‘Time hobbles
past on its own zimmer frame’.
Enter Jean, top soprano in her day. She is
elegant, unsentimental, almost cold somehow,
and extremely angry and frustrated to find
herself forced by circumstances to enter this
home. Thus is the cosy group dynamic our trio
had built up destroyed, they fear, possibly
forever. Very well conveyed by all four actors.
With the plan to revive their previous triumph
of performing the Quartet from Rigoletto at a
Gala Concert to celebrate Verdi’s birthday,
they gradually form new relationships as a
foursome. Jean resists the idea of the
performance absolutely, then gradually thaws,
until the decision is made to mime the thing.
Once again they become a coherent whole.
Making do, making the best of the situation,
making light of one’s difficulties, carrying on
regardless, keeping up appearances, and above
all not giving in to the aging process, that was
the spirit of the evening. Excellent!

Pauline Surrey

FEBRUARY 2018 ONE ACT PLAYS
Rehearsals for our One Act Plays have been however has other ideas.
progressing well and performances are on 16th & ‘The Quintessential Quintet’ director Pauleen
17th February at the Grayshott Village Hall at 7.30pm. Dowsett with Martin Sims Jeremy, Philip Hutchinson
‘Peas’ director Paul Bailey with Susie Gow as Daisy as Jack, Brezetta Thonger as Penelope, Rachel
and John Dowsett as Gerry.
Perkins as Julia and Mary Coyte as Jennifer.
Gerry and Daisy are the first to test out a new dating Four children (two boys, one girl, one tomboy) and
agency. They soon discover just how much they have their dog are out in the countryside for a picnic. They
in common.
encounter some odd flashes of light that could be
‘You Won’t Know I’m Here’ director Jennifer smugglers signalling, and an odd sort of child who
Charters with Pauline Harries as Jean, John Hilder as may be a new chum or someone more sinister.
John, Laura Musco as Sheila and Trudy Hathaway as
Heather Legat and Alexandra Yates have devised and
Laura.
For the last thirty years there has been mutual will prepare and cook a themed menu.
antipathy between Sheila and her Mother-In-Law, Tickets at £15 each are available at
Jean whose son John dotes upon her. Today is John www.grayshottstagers.co.uk (just follow the links) or
and Sheila's thirtieth wedding anniversary and Sheila ring 01428 605464.
is looking forward to a special holiday. Jean,

At the time of writing tickets are selling well.
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‘The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’
CASE REPORT – SHERLOCK HOLMES
Following erroneous reports of his demise at the notorious Reichenbach Falls, we are pleased to record that the
great consulting detective, Sherlock Holmes is alive and well and residing at 221B Baker Street, London.
Supported by his able friend and confidant, Doctor John Watson and his redoubtable housekeeper, Mrs
Hudson, Holmes is currently investigating the attempted overthrow of the Great British Government.
Moreover, the perpetrators of this heinous crime are also being sought by that doyen of Scotland Yard,
Inspector Lestrade although his investigation is currently hampered by his lack of constabulary support.
The suspects – a young woman known as ‘Bella’ and a figure concealed under a voluminous black cloak (who
has yet to be identified) are eager to recruit a variety of underworld characters to help them in their quest to
wreak revenge on the aforesaid gentleman detective.
The case however is progressing apace and Mr Holmes’ irregular army of waifs and strays are undertaking a
search of London’s back streets and alleys in order to determine the whereabouts of the House of Commons’
Mace which has mysteriously vanished from the Parliamentary Chamber, but this is taking an inordinate
amount of time because they are less of an army and more a small platoon.

UPDATE – FEBRUARY 2018
We have a cracking principal line-up and a
small but strong ensemble which needs to be
enhanced by more people joining them and
also taking on some of the smaller roles as
indicated above. Rehearsals are going well
and have elicited much laughter – Tony
Carpenter’s attempts to learn a ‘scissors step’
springs to mind, as does Susie Gow and
Helen Coyte’s physical interpretation of ‘Big
Heather
Ben’. Do come and join us . . . .Heather
The cast so far is:Sherlock Holmes - Tony Carpenter
Dr. Watson - Ian Wilson-Soppitt
Bella Spellgrove - Alexandra Yates

Mrs. Moriarty - Vicki Gavin
Inspector Lestrade - Ellis Nicholls
Mrs Hudson - Abigail White
Boffy Martingdale - Martin Sims
Professor Moriarty - David Gow
Harry Mossop - Susie Gow
Fred Wiggins - Rachel Perkins
Potatoes Clark - Helen Coyte
Director - Heather Legat
Musical Director - Lizzie Hales
Performances will be in The Grayshott
Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 23rd to
Saturday 26th May 2018. Tickets (£12.50)
available from The Little Box Office at
grayshottstagers.co.uk

Membership News
Congratulations are due to Pauleen and John Stagers for many years most notably taking
Dowsett who celebrated their Golden cast and show photographs and producing
Wedding Anniversary last October.
training videos. It is with great pleasure that
I can announce that, whilst recently on top
Whilst not actually a member Peter Sillick of a snowy mountain in Austria, he proposed
has been associated with The Grayshott to his girlfriend, Caroline who accepted.
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Diary of Events
Date

Event
[Stagers’ Events in Blue]

Venue

Time

Grayshott Village
Hall

See article on
Page 4
See Haslemere
Players' website
See Thespians
Web Site

2018
Friday and Saturday
16th and 17th February
Tuesday to Saturday
20th to 24th March
Thursday to Saturday
10th to 12th May
Wednesday to Saturday
23rd to 26th May

Haslemere Players' performances of
'The Full Monty’
Haslemere Thespians
Performances of ‘Twelfth Night’
Performances of
'The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes’

Tuesday to Saturday
12th to 16th June

FAOS Musical Theatre Group's
Performances of ‘Godspell’

27th June

Presentation Meeting for
'Oh! What A Lovely War’

4th & 6th July

Audition Rehearsals for
'Oh! What A Lovely War’

14th July
Tuesday to Saturday
23th to 27th October
Thursday to Saturday
15th to 17th November
2019
Friday and Saturday
15th and 16th February
Wednesday to Saturday
22nd to 25th May

One Act Plays

Auditions for
'Oh! What A Lovely War’
Haslemere Players'
performances of ‘Chess’
Performances of
'Oh! What A Lovely War’

One Act Plays
Performance of
'Made in Dagenham’

Haslemere Hall
Haslemer Hall
Grayshott Village
Hall

7.30pm

Farnham Maltings

See FAOS Musical
Theatre Group's
website

The Studio
Grayshott Village
Hall
The Common Room
Grayshott Village
Hall
Grayshott Village
Hall

7.30pm

7.30pm
14:00:00

Haslemere Hall

See Haslemere
Players' website

Grayshott Village
Hall

7.30pm

Grayshott Village
Hall
Grayshott Village
Hall

7.30pm
7.30pm

And just for fun:- Noel Coward was appearing in a play with an actress who insisted on drawing
out each of her lines, ruining the pace of the scene and causing Coward to reprimand her constantly.
In the end she got tired of this and lost her temper. "If you go on like that, I'll throw something at
you," she yelled. "You might start with my cues!" replied Coward. - Courtesy John Hilder

If you would like an item included in a future issue of the
Newsletter please do not hesitate to contact me:
pwbudd@gmail.com

Keep abreast of the latest news at
www.grayshottstagers.co.uk
Newsletter compiled & edited by Peter Budd
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’QUARTET’ - Budget Report
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